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SUBJECT: GDR TRADE DELEGATION TO JAPAN 

1. IN MY CALL ON JAPANESE AMBASSADOR TO THE GDR MORIKI TANI 
JANUARY 21, A MAIN TOPIC WAS THE FORTHCOMING VISIT TO JAPAN 
OF A HIGH-LEVEL EAST GERMAN TRADE DELEGATION. 

2. THIS DELEGATION WILL BE LED BY FIRST DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
GUENTER MITT AG AND WILL INCLUDE OTHER HIGH RANKING GDR OFFICIALS, 
AMONG THEM DEPUTY FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER BEIL WHOSE VISIT TO THE 
U.S. WAS RECENTLY POSTPONED. TANI SAID THIS IS THE THIRD YEAR OF 
TRADE VISITS BETWEEN THE GDR AND JAPAN. JAPANESE TRADE NOW 
AMOUNTS TO 0.5 PER CENT OF THE EAST GERMAN TOTAL, WITH 70 PER CENT 
OF GDR TRADE EARMARKED FOR COMECON NATIONS. 10 PER CENT WITH THE 
FRG AND THE REMAINING 20 PER CENT WITH OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE 
WORLD. TANI SAID THERE WAS LITTLE IN EAST GERMANY TO INTEREST 
JAPAN, PRESENT TRADE BEING PRIMARILY IN OPTICAL INSTRUMENTS AND 
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3. THE JAPANESE AMBASSADOR DESCRIBED EAST GERMANY AS "THE FACTORY 
OF COMECON," POINTING OUT THAT RAW MATERIAL FROM OTHER EAST EURO- 
PEAN COUNTRIES IS FREQUENTLY SENT TO EAST GERMANY TO BE PROCESSED 
INTO MANUFACTURED GOODS. IT HAS BEEN CLEAR TO THE JAPANESE THAT 
THE PRIMARY INTEREST OF THE GDR IN TRADE WITH THE WEST LIES 

IN THE ACQUISITION OF TECHNOLOGY. TANI SAID IT IS GENERALLY 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE GDR IS SOME 20 YEARS BEHIND THE FRG IN 
TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT. MOREOVER, MOST NEW TECHNOLOGY FLOWS 
TO THE GDR FROM THE USSR. TANI BELIEVES THAT EAST GERMAN LEADERS 
ARE NOW MORE THAN EVER INTERESTED IN ACQUIRING DIRECT ACCESS TO 
WESTERN TECHNOLOGY. HE SAID THAT THE GDR PREFERS TO ACQUIRE 
KNOWLEDGE OF TECHNOLOGY BY SENDING ITS EXPERTS ABROAD, RATHER THAN 
HAVING FOREIGNERS RESIDENT IN EAST GERMANY, (DR. BEIL SUBSEQUENTLY 
TOLD EMBOFF HE EXPECTED TO SIGN A LONG-TERM BILATERAL AGREEMENT 
OF INDUSTRIAL, SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION WHILE IN 
TOKYO.) 

THE JAPANESE DO NOT HAVE A TRADE 

AGREEMENT WITH THE GDR, AND, GIVEN DIFFERENCES IN PRICING SYSTEMS 
AMONG OTHER OBSTACLES, TANI DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT A TRADE AGREE- 
MENT WILL BE POSSIBLE. 

4. ANOTHER AREA OF ACTIVITY IN GDR- JAPANESE RELATIONS IS 
CULTURAL EXCHANGE. JAPANESE MUSICIANS HAVE VISITED EAST GERMANY, 
AND A LARGE EAST GERMAN ORCHESTRA TOURED JAPAN 

LAST YEAR. TANI POINTED OUT THAT THE JAPANESE DO NOT HAVE A 
CULTURAL AGREEMENT WITH THE GDR, BUT WILL BE ATTEMPTING TO 
NEGOTIATE ONE. A DIFFICULTY ALREADY ENCOUNTERED BY VISITING 
JAPANESE ARTISTS IS THAT THEY ARE PAID IN EAST GERMAN CURRENCY, 

WHICH TO THEM IS "WORTHLESS PAPER." 

5. AMBASSADOR TANI, WHO HAS BEEN IN BERLIN FOR APPROXIMATELY 
7 MONTHS, HAS A STAFF OF 5 OFFICERS. HE HAS FOUND 

EAST GERMAN OFFICIALS CORRECT BUT RATHER INACCESSIBLE. A CAREER DIPLO 

MAT WITH MANY YEARS OF SERVICE, INCLUDING TWO TOURS OF DUTY IN 
THE U.S., TANI LEFT ME WITH THE IMPRESSION THAT JAPAN HAS LIMITED 
AMBITIONS IN EAST GERMANY. THE JAPANESE, FOR EXAMPLE, DO NOT INTEND 
TO NEGOTIATE A CONSULAR AGREEMENT.COOPER 
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